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Objectives of the meeting 

The meeting of the BRILLIANT project was organised by the Lithuanian Energy Institute 

(Lithuania) on November 27, 2015, in the premises of the Ministry of energy of the Republic of 

Lithuania in Vilnius, Lithuania.  

The main objective of this meeting was to introduce the EC funded Horizon 2020 project 

BRILLIANT, which started on July 1, 2015. This was the first of several planned meetings with 

politicians and decision makers of different levels. 

 

Welcome message 

Mr. A. Spruogis the viceminister of the Ministry of energy of the Republic of Lithuania gave a 

welcome message for the meeting participants: 

We are delighted to have you here to participate and share ideas at the BRILLIANT project 

meeting. The main objective of the project is to identify obstacles to the development of nuclear 

energy in the Baltic Sea region and to formulate recommendations how to remove them. 

This is obvious, that the security of energy supply is an ongoing challenge for all countries of the 

Baltic Sea region. Nuclear energy is one of the factors that could contribute to energy security. 

Despite the importance of nuclear energy it faces various obstacles, typical for all countries of 

the world, as well distinctive and the Baltic countries.  

Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Lithuania believes that nuclear energy could provide 

sustainable energy supply security for most countries in this region.  

I would also like to gladly notice that Horizon 2020 is the biggest science and innovation 

programme ever held in European Union. Baltic region countries have significant experience 

and resources in the field of nuclear energy and we are very glad to see a big part of it from 

Poland, Sweden, Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania brought together for the common goal under this 

project financed from „Horizon 2020“. We hope this project will lay foundations for the future 

cooperation in the region. 

I do believe that this meeting will help us not only to discuss about the future of nuclear energy 

in Baltic Sea region and provide for the capabilities to use the results obtained during 

implementation of BRILLIANT project by stakeholders but also about ways how we can 

incorporate society (professors, students) into this discussion. 
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Therefore, I encourage you for raising various issues which could help us all to prepare for 

more productive nuclear energy development in the nearest future.  

Prepare yourself to be challenged, excited and inspired. 

 

Agenda 

The Agenda (Annex 1) was agreed by the participants.  

Participants 

Participants introduced themselves. The kick-off meeting was attended by all project partners. 

The list of participants is presented in Annex 2. 

Presentations and discussions 

The project leader Mr. Rimkevicius (LEI, Lithuania) presented the background, motivation and 

objectives, participants, duration and cost of the project. He gave a link to the policy of the 

European Union and Horizon 2020 program.  

Mr. S. Kutas asked if there are going to be deeper research of the issues related with nuclear 

power developments. Mr. Rimkevicius explained that this is coordination action of the 

Horizon2020 program, which by definition does not include research, but initiates and gives a 

background for such research.  

Mr. W. Gudowski described the experience of Sweden with implementation, operation and 

decommissioning of the nuclear power facilities as well as management and storage of spent 

nuclear fuel. He noted a very positive impact of the nuclear power in Sweden looking from 

historical perspective.  

Mr. G. Adlys asked regarding the future of nuclear power in Sweden. Mr. Gudowski replied that 

there were quite several changes in the policy and energy strategy of Sweden. According to one 

of former decisions all nuclear power plants were expected to be shutdown by 2010, but they still 

running. There might be different further developments depending on future governments of 

Sweden and further developments in other energy fields.  

Mr. W. Gajewski described activities to be performed within WP1 and the vision of the virtual 

training EUROBaltic institute development. He described the nuclear research and education 

program in Poland and the NCBJ institute for nuclear research. He noted an importance of the 
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cooperation in testing the procedures of transferring the irradiated samples cross borders between 

countries.  

Mr. A. Galinis described the approach to cooperation in the field of energy sector development 

and security of energy supply. The project partners will be trained in energy sector research and 

they collect the required data for development of the combined regional energy sector model.  

Mr. Adlys noted that the cheapest electricity option might not be the best option for the country. 

Mr. Galinis replied that not only the project is not to look just for cheapest solution, but to 

identify all possible options and ways of energy sector development.  

Mr. Auce described the approach to macroeconomic impact assessment of the new-built nuclear 

power plant. He noted that in Latvia there is too little information available regarding 

development of the Visaginas NPP project and having more information on macroecomonic 

impact might increase the public awareness. The BRILLIANT project provides a basis for 

sharing information between project partners and gives possibility to transfer this information to 

public. There is no good trusted 3
rd

 parties that would be accepted by the public as reliable and 

independent.  

Mr. Juodis described the issues related with closure of the nuclear fuel cycle and the radioactive 

waste management. He pointed out the need for regional cooperation in order to resolve this 

issue.  

Mr. Klevinskas described the history and the current status of the Visaginas NPP project 

development in Lithuania emphasizing achieved project’s technical maturity and legal readiness. 

National energy strategy review initiated by the Ministry of Energy in 2015. It is expected that 

the draft strategy will be available in beginning 2016 and provide optimal energy mix for the 

country.  

Mr. Juodis noted that public communication is an issue especially taking into account the 

referendum passed in Lithuania regarding new nuclear power plant building.  

Mr. Klevinskas agreed that public communication from all involved stakeholders is a very 

important issue at the moment since from the technical and legal points of view the project is 

very well prepared. Mr. Gajewski noted that this project could provide basis for giving public a 

view of the external experts from other countries.  

Mr. Rimkevicius referred to Swedish experience and noted that in the project there is foreseen 

visit to all participating countries.  
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Mr. Gajewski suggested that currently foreseen visits to Oskarshamn community might be 

specialist profile based rather than country based. It was agreed to discuss such possibility during 

next project meeting in Oskarshamn in December 2015.  

Mr. Adlys mentioned the nuclear engineering courses at Kaunas university of technology (KTU) 

that are led by the professors from the Tokyo university. He mentioned large number of 

participants and informed that the last course will be held in March 2016.  

There was a short discussion regarding the needs for personnel for operation of the nuclear 

power plant. In Lithuanian there is a program for education agreed by the Ministry of Energy and 

Ministry of Education and Science however, the interest of students decreases while the decision 

on building Visaginas NPP is not taken.  
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Appendix 1. Agenda of the meeting  

BRILLIANT project meeting  

November 27, 2015 

Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Lithuania 

Gedimino pr. 38, Vilnius, Lithuania 

Meeting room 413 

AGENDA  

9:00 Start of the meeting   

9:00 – 9:15 Welcome from Ministry of energy.  

Participants introduction 

 

Viceminister A. Spruogis Ministry of Energy of 

the Republic of 

Lithuania 

9:15 – 9:30 BRILLIANT project – cooperation in Baltic region 

 

S. Rimkevicius LEI, Lithuania 

9:30– 10:00 Developing best practices in nuclear technology in 

Baltic region – learning from best experiences in 

neighbouring countries 

 

W. Gudowski  KTH, Sweden 

10:00 – 10:15 Coffee break   

10:15 – 10:45 National Centre for Nuclear Research in Poland: 

participation in BRILLIANT project 

 

J. Gajewski NCBJ, Poland 

10:45 – 11:00 Regional cooperation in energy sector analysis  

 

A. Galinis  LEI, Lithuania  

11:00 – 11:15 Cooperation in macroeconomic impact assessment  

 

A. Auce University of Latvia, 

Latvia 

11:15– 11:30 Cooperation in Radioactive Waste management in 

the region 

 

L. Juodis  FTMC, Lithuania 

11:30 – 11:45 Status and future of Visaginas NPP project  

 

G. Klevinskas UAB “VAE SPB”, 

Lithuania 

11:45 – 12:00 General discussion  

 

S. Rimkevicius LEI, Lithuania 

12:00 End of the meeting   
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Appendix 2. List of participants 

 








